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1. MNew Tech, New Ties: How Mobile Communication Is Reshaping Social Cohesion
€& ¢ Ling, Richard Sevyler.
HBhE ¢ Carnbridge, Mass MIT Press, 2008,

ECH with whom we had an appointrnent, appeared around the corner of the house. He was checking the address

© against an order he held in one hand, In his other hand was a mobile phone, into which he was taking,

Indeed be seemed quite engaged in the phone corwersation. The plurber, who I had not met before,
continued hiz phone conversation, checked the address against that which was written on his arder, and
walked past the departing guests and up the two steps to our porch, Without breaking stride, he walked past
me and into the house, giving me a minimal nod, He stopped in the vestibule and took off his shoes—as iz
cornrman in Morway—and then continued down the halbeay into the kitchen, Al the whils, he continued his
phune conversation, T exchanged
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The Economics of Regula... @E @

Alfred E. Kahn

[=l The Economics of Requlation

- COMTEMTS The Economics of Regulation

Pringi

FOREWORD

INTRODIICTION: A4 POSTSCRIPT,
SEVEMTEEM YEARS AFTER

- PREFACE

- WOUIME I ECONOMIC PRIMCIPLES

PART I THE IMSTITUTION OF REGULATED
MCHNOPOLY
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Page i
specific policy judgments I offer may he g i, ate always relevant, valid, and useful
Hince understanding requires not only a g BB o the expetience of trying to apply them to
patticular cases, I suggest, if these volam g, that each student be required to do the
second kind of exercise on his own: to dig s g to aspecific case or policy problem and to
try to apply to it the principles developed BAEED astrations provide suggested topics for this
E The Economics of Requlation type of individual study. But an howt's pe;  TEHEAIREE.. vould serve the same purpose.
iR E RS
- CONTEMTS Crver the years [ have incurred so many de o of this book it is difficult to know whete to
begin or end my acknowledgments. First, | REEE) ¥ \fitable discussions of these problems that [
- EOREWORD have had with Herman Rosemarn, Peter Bo FIEND nna Holmberg, Lynn Silverman, Jules L
IMTRODUCTION: & POSTSCRIPT Joskow, and Caleb Rossiter. Then there a EwEEm ful criticisms of particular portions of the T

manuscript: among them it is a pleasure to ok, Thomas Simmons, Joel Dirlam, T. David
MWann, Lisa Pollack, William Freund, Jane | Googls SEESHRL... did her namesake twenty-five years ago, so
now I gratefully acknowledge the editorial BE HH E Microscht Office Excel(z) e among many other things never to say
"literally" unless [ meant it, literally.

SEVEMTEEM YEARS AFTER

PREFACE

- WOUIME T ECOMNOMIC PRINCIPLES

i
Iy special thanks to & gnes Sasaki Stelzer; wE‘?‘fu{ oA o ueis are with care, patience, and unbelievable
efficiency converted them into drafls whose only fault was that they were: physically so beautifial it was painfil to lay pencil
to them, and to Mertie Decker, who has somehow kept me from flying off in a hundred directions duing the first year of a newr
and demanding job and in so doing made it possible for me to finish the book.

PART I THE IMSTITUTION OF REGULATED
MOMOPOLY

PART II ECOMCMIC PRIMCIPLES OF RATE M
>

[il 11}

Throughout the volumes are reflections of the help and suggestions of my present and former graduate students, notably
Irwin Stelzer, Douglas Greer, John Landon, Kenneth Fraundotf, and Keith Anderson—and of my reseatch assistants, Rachel
Kahn and Sharon Motris.

RERETAT It would take another entire preface to acknowledge adequately my debit to Inwin Stelzer. The imprint of our discussions of
these subjects appears throughout the tero volumes. And it is the simple truth—literally—that T could not possibly have
— written them without his continuous advice, encouragement, assistance, stinolus, and support.
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New Tech, New Ties : Ho ritual and social cohesion, with some aspects of mediared interaction in
it : [ 8 the mix. . o
Every Friday at 2 P.M., we gather and have a lottery for four or five
bottles of wine. There are two rules: a person cannot win more than one
bottle, and the winner of the last bottle is responsible for organizing the
event the following week. We have several books of lottery tickets in vari-
ous colors, and for 10 kroner each (equal to about 60 cents) one may buy
as many chances as one wishes.
- Contents During the time that we are purchasing tickets, there is a lot of discus-
- Preface sion as to which color is the lucky one. Some people buy only one ticket;
- Acknowledgerents some buy five or six. Some people buy only yellow rickets; some buy one
- 1 Mabile Communication and Finual Interactions of each color. The color selection and the number purchased by different
The Plumber's Futrence people are topics of common discussion. After the tickets are bought, we |
- ZICT and Tension hetween Social and sit in anticipation of the drawing. Some people make side deals by swap-
e ping tickets and discussing schemes for increasing their chances. Some
e people who do not have any small change on them borrow from the
= common bank for the lotrery, and later there are loud and good-natured
efforts at calling in the loans with threats of usurious interest rates, L
People who are away on Friday afternoon often send text messages or
emails to colleagues with requests to spot them the money for some lot-
tery tickets, and colleagues who have been as far afield as Pakistan and
English (355) - the TInited Stares have waon in the lotterv. [Inon winning. these remaote M
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